Carmal, New York,

Reprinted From: The Putnam County Couriar,

Wednesday, October 3,1990

G T M T

Delancey Street
offers fresh Start

at clean living

By Andrea Kincs
ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITOR

BREWSTER — A castle may be
an atypical seuing for a facility as-
sisting recovering alccholics and
drug addicls, but then, Delancey
Street Foundation 15 not ar  all
lypical.

The facility, deseribed by its resi-
dents as a “‘re-educational lacility,”
resis atop 92 acres nestled in the
woods of Brewsler on Turk Hill
Hoad.

Momingthorpe casile, the Tound-
atrom s home, was built for Seth B
Howe sometime during the 170075,
The facility has been located there
for about 11 years.

Wanda Brown has been a resident
of Delancey Swreet for about 18
]'I]':Ilr]L"'.?u — six months shy of
“praduston,” She saul (e program
wOrks 10 reeducate ong how to live a
normal life without drugs or crime.

““What we achieve is we lcamn
how 1o be responsibie, decent human
peings,’” she said.

She said many residents come
imo Delancey Swreet  through the
prison  syslems,  bol anyone s
welcome,

Facility Treatment Manager Peler
Lioua said Delancey Street is not for
everyone, and during an imlerview
process, applicants are screencd 1o
sce Il they sincerely want 1o be
helped and whether the {oundation
can help them,

‘ r"'f

Il anyone’s hife 15 oul of order,
and we think we can help them, we
ask them to live with us,"" he said,

Despite the serenc surroundings,
Delancey Sirect is nol a place one
goes 10 just rest anud recover from the
real world,

A molivating force behind the
program is a work ethic which
pushes residents to work long hard
hours, Regidents are given the oppor-
tunity to prove themsclives and then
they begin to cam rewards, The
required minimum stay is two years,

““You can come in and do what-

ever you want. You just have to fight

hard enough for it said resident,

Juan Morales.

He explaincd that every [lour
months residents rotate jobs  and
sometimes - transfer o one of . the
three other Delancey Street found-
ation facilitics across the couniry.,

He said residents have to put in a
proposal for the job they want,
(fen, however, they don’t get the
joby of their choice and have to leam
e keep reaching for their goal while
still ]"Llllll"" in a 100 percent elfort at
the job they hold.

Mrs. Brown explained the work
weeded to gain the rewards makes the
rewards more worthwhile, .

“*All our life we've dong things
that were casy for us. It was casy 1o
get high, it was easy to lie..if we
earn what we pel, wo appreciate il
more,”” she said.

There are 18 permanent residents
at Brewster's Delancey Street, and
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