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Workmg to Kick Criminal Habits
| g 8

training schoaols, which inclucde
il MOVInE company, a calering
aperilion and an advertising

he Deluneey Stroet
Foundation openci ils
Los Angeles branch, s

MINATHAN ALDCORN
Residents of the Los Angeles Delancey
Foundation wark for the program’s own
COMmpay

E Move In
ABGUl TEY ol
participants
com straghl
from courts or prson, referred by judges
who allow them to serve their sentences
al Delancey Straet or by word of mouth
from other prisoners who know aout the
program. About 25% come through
referrals from former participanis and
those who know participants

El Follow the Rules

mStay with the program
at keast two years. The
average stay is Tour
yEars,

B S&void all drugs and
alcohpl, Their possess0on
is automatic grownds for i

!

Rennay Blanks, 39, ai right,
rirmemibers that he stiarted hitting
people sith basebhall Bals when he
was 7 or 8 years odd. At 17, he was
convicted of armed robbery, By the
tirme e was 37, he had already
served time In Seven prsons

Bul at anolisar '_'1|_|r|1uru_'in|=; hearing
fwo years ago, Blanks says a judge
whio bablavad in people"s capacily to

change gave him the option of
sarving oul his five-year prison term
al Delancey Streel, Blanks jumped at
the opporiunity. °1 knew that if |
didn“t, I'd be in jail for the rest of my
Fies Says,

life or dead,”

ONE PARTICIPANT'S STORY i

ago by transforming the

rooma, two restaurants, a
300-seal bangquet hall,

and lush gardens. This

by the labor of regidents
the foundation uses no

nonprofit residential

o - eong, drug adodicts and

I"l'l-lll Timi=
Sireet a
|-|-||:.'...|r|g in exchange lor waork at

Delancey Street business

Resident Profile

dismissal, as are any threats ot
vidence. (In 23 years, there has naver
Deen an arrest or wiolent incident at
the foundation®s facilities. )

mEarn hagh school equivalency
HIF-'{II'I'IB Clagsas ara '.aughr on sie l'::.-
ather residents.

ELaarn at least three _Il:“} cHills: one
Each |r|'.'-:_:-I'.|'|1|:: physical labar, clencal
or computer work and social
nkaracison

El Learn Daily Disclpiina

BWaork from B a.m. Lo
3 p.m., slx .'.|F.|:|'5 a
Wik

mLean how 19 dregs,
eat and spaak in
oAl setlings by
E!“EI'IIJII'IE cultural

Bafore Delancey Streel, Blanks
hiad held onky one jab in his life,
for just two months, After two
yers in the program, Blanks has
held sevaral pobs that have given
hirn more than the three skills
he's reguired 10 arm: He's
managed the Tacility's shipping
and receiving warehouse,
suparised new residents, worked
as 8 caterar and is learming 1o
drive a tractor-traiker. After he
loawes Delancey Streel Blanks
says he'd like to drivie & ruck o
work as 8 supervisor for a moving
COampany.

[ith nationwidc, W0 yoars

swimming pool, health club

taxpayer money to fund its
treatment program for 115
prostitutes in Los Angeles,

1,000 nutionwide, Participants
get room, board and clothing

former Midtown Hilton Hotel
on Vormont Avenue mto &
rehabilitation eenter with 210

l."til:':'I]'I.-II!'il'!]'n-'l' I."IJ.'{UT_'.' 15 CcArnied

TO GET INVOLVED: {(213) 662-4888.

specialtics company

The only professional staff
peraon is paychologist and
eriminologist Mimi Silbert
w ho founded Delaneey Stroet
in San Franeiseo 23 vours ago.
All other jobs, from
housckeeper 1o facility
manager, are held by Delaneey |
Street residents who work
their way up the ladder ina
highly struetured setting.

Dr. Karl Menninger, founder
of the Menninger Clinie, the
interpationally reknowned
conter [or psychiatric training
treatment and rescarch, called
Delancey Street "the best and
most suecessful rehabilitation
program [ have studied in the
world,'

m More than BS5% have usad herin for mare than 10 years. B Nearly all resdents begin the program dliterate. m Abbul thres-fowrths are malke

Huuta to Rehabilitation

events such as opera and symphony
performances and eating with other
residents. Suits and dresses afe reuired
at dimmer.

mAccept feedback from other residents
about conduct, during group disCussions,
called “games,” held several evenings a
Weak

[l Move On

mAfier getting a jeb an the
outside, participants
cantinue to live at the
faciity during a twd- to
threg-month transation
pafiod, After that, ey ang
I:'I"CIJ'..-TEEE'EI o woluntear
with the program

® An estmated 80% of those who have
entered Delancey Strest since 1973 have
'gradua‘.:‘.-n' fram the Program
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