Delancey Street
offers fresh start
at clean hving
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BREWSTER — A castle may be
an atypical setting for a facility as-
sisting recovering alcoholics and
¢rug addicts, but then, Delancey
Street Foundation is not mt  all
typical.

The facility, described by its resi-
deats as a “'re-educational facility,"'
rests atop 92 acres nestled in the
woods of Brewster on Turk Hill
Road,

“Momingthorpe castle, the found-
ation's home, was built for Seth B.
Howe sometime during the 1700's
The facility has been located there
for about 11 years,

Wanda Brown has been a resident
of Delancey Street for about 18
moaths — six moaths shy of
‘‘graduation.’’ She said the program
works 10 readucate one how 10 live a
normal life without drugs or crime.

“What we achieve is we leamn
how 10 be responsibie, decent human
beings,"" she said,

She said many residents come
im0 Delancey Sweet through the
prison systems, but anyonc is
welcome.

Facllity Treatment Manager Peier
Liotta said Delancey Strect is not for
cveryone, and during an interview
process, applicants are screencd Lo
see if they sincerely want 1o be
heiped and whether the foundation
can help them,

““If anyone's life is out of order,
and we think we can help them, we
ask them 1o live with us,"” be said.

Despite the screnc surroundings,
Delancey Street is not a place one
goes 1o just rest and recover from the
real world,

A motivating force behind the
program is a work  cthic which
pushes residents 10 work long hard
bours. Residents are given the oppor-
tanity to prove themselves and then
they bigin to cam rewards. The
required minimum stay is two years.

“*Yeou can come in and do what-
ever you want. You just have to fight
hard caough for IL'" said residemt
Juan Morales,

He explained that cvery four
months residents rotaie jobs and
sometimes  transfer to one of .the
three other Delancey Street found-
ation facilities across the country.,

He sald residents have 1o put in a
proposal  for the job they want,
Often. however, they don't get the
job of their choice and have 1o leam
10 keep reaching for their goal while
still putting in a 100 percent effort at
the job they hold.

{rs. Brown explained the work
needed to gain the rewards makes the
rewards more worthwhile.

“‘All our life we've done things
that were casy for us. It was casy 10
get high, it was casy to lic..if we
cam what we get, we appreciate it
more,”’ she said.

There are 18 t residents
at Brewster's Delancey Street, and

The Morningthorpe castie houses the Delancey Street Foundation.
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|_ihe number of the rest of the resi-
dents is always changing as residents
move from one facility to another.

Besides the Brewster location,
there are Delancey Strects in New
Mexico, San Francisco and North
Carolina,

The name is derived from a street
on the lower cast side of New York
City where at the turn of the century
Delancey Street came to lize
the self-reliance of old w immi-
granis who worked and carned their
way into the mainstream of Ameri-
can life.

Mrs. Brown has worked her way
up to being in charge of the central
office but has aspirations of
transfering to the San Francisco
facility because she is interessed in
the computer programming offered
in that region,

Juan is in charge of the automo-
tive depanment now but said he had
10 work his way up through different
jobs until be got where he is now.

There is no paid staff at Delancey
Street. All the people there are resi-
dents who are going through or have
been through the program.
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mutual restitution’® — by helping
someone ¢lse along, they themselves
improve and get better,

A belps B and A gets better,”
he cxplained. ““All our lives we've
been selfish peoy Ple Here we leam to
care for others.’

The foundation charges no fee 10
its residents. The program is
sclf-sustaining - withoul govermment
funding through its sales and private
and corporate donations.

Residents: work  in  different
departments such as the college mar-
keting, specialty advertising, retail
sales and pull together during certain
holiday drives to make items which
they sell to maintain the facility.

Aside from items such as shirts,
sweatshirts, mugs, office supplies
and other isems which may be deco-
rated with a . colicge or company
logo, residents work to make sand
creations in glass which are sct and
can be hollowed out to fit a plant,

Delancey Street also has a mov-
ing company, which Mr, Liotta man-
ages.
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.Sand croations dry out under lpeclal lamps before thcy are
hollowed out for plants to be Insert

Though Delancey Street tries 10
maintain a quict presence in the com-
munity, there is one time of the year
when the group makes an cffort 10 be
noticed.

sa Townsgend spruces up a
plam before It Is sold.




