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Delancey chief voices
dissent at L.A. summi

Mimi Silbert urges
state: ‘Let’s not

lock them all up'
hy Tupper "n'i
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HOLLYWOOD Though
Ly nre few and far belween, not
everyone at Gav, Wilson's two-day
crime summit supports harsher
penaltios for repeat offenders. Not
everyene belseves career crirninal
nre witheut redemption

Please, let's not Jock them all
up,” sanid Muni Silbert, president of
Delancey Street Foundation in San
Franciseo, a residential program
for ex-coms, former prostitistes and
recovering dng uscrs

“lat's intervene,” she sand
“Lat's peovide soune kind of tough,
fammily bssed alteridive that can
tesch them 1o live o life withunst
draps, o hife without crime ™

Silbert, hawever, was something
of n lome voice in n crime confer-
ence that has focused heavily om
Longlser sentences and new lows
Wilseom, and dozens of lawsokers,
have resctex] Lo incromsing public
concerns over critme by backing
severnl nsensures 1o pat criminals
behiind bars for incressingly bong
persods of tisme, including the pop
ilar “three strikes and you're oat”™
initintive

'l'hnl‘:h she mever ment bomed
the “three strnkes™ messure, which
wouild puat three tinee felons in pris
on for life, Salbert spoke directly to
the get - tough -on-criminals senti
ments that have dominated the
summil

“They sre ot afenid of prissn.”
said Silbert, whose program
teaches rosponsibility and job skills
o criminals who want to start their
lives anew. “They are coanfoatable
in prison, And you pay for it You
pay for them to pump iron and Jet
their viodent vaboes run the joint.”

I the closest thing to an arge
et during the summit’'s apening
day Monday, Sdlert todd Wilson
“There is & real guestion 1o me
whether we can throw away the
current generntion of criminals and
slill save this younger gemeration
Mawy pevple think yes §think no.”

Silsert tok] the 500 participants
the people who moved into Delan.
oy Street were “the bottom of the
barrd "

“Oure average ressclent bhas been
to prison four times,” she said.
“They come from disintegrated
famadies and dsintegrated coman
nit s T hey live in desgair and rage
and hate. We have pt to stop the
hate or we can never save the next
generaton ™

Responded Wilson: “We are
running et of time. We are going
Lo have 1o penctice trisge. With so

muny demands and wo linited re.
SOUECeR, DO ome wants to write oll

any human beangs, bt |

The choice between prevention
wnd detention “is & totally false
choice,” Wilson said. “We don't
have a choice. We have to do both
We have 1o deal with today's crimi-
nal and imprison that criminal at
the same time wo deal with today's
child to prevet him from becom
ing tomorrow's criminal ™

Other participants in the discus
sion stressed that sux cessful crime
prevention peograms required sev-
eral years 1o bear results Limse
Wilson and ot her politicians fucing
toagh re edection campwigns this
year may not have
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